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very deficient in imagery. They had no more notion of the true
nature of imagery., says Galton, than a color-blind man has of
the nature of color.
At the other extreme, non-scientific persons reported seeing
the breakfast table as clearly as if it actually were present. Most
subjects saw at least one or two items quite distinctly. Women
and children had more distinct and vivid imagery than men.
Galton attributed the scholars' and scientists' lack of imagery
to their practice of abstract thinking carried on in symbols. "Our
bookish and wordy education tends to repress this valuable gift
of nature/5 he said. He found that many persons' imagery im-
proved through practice.
Galton's survey did not show that persons belong to one or
another sensory category according to their dominant imagery.
Other investigators asserted this, however, and soon it was said
that some persons were visualizers, meaning they were strong
in visual imagery and weak in all other types. Other persons were
"audiles," with dominant auditory imagery. Still others were
"motiles," since their motor or kinesthetic imagery was keenest.
A study of the French novelist fanile Zola called him the olfac-
tory type because his thoughts and memories of persons or places
occurred hi terms of odors.
As usually happens with type theories, most persons did not
fit neatly into one or another imagery category. Soon a "mixed
type" was used to designate persons reporting imagery in several
sense departments. An American psychologist, G. H. Betts, pre-
pared an imagery questionnaire, more complete than Galton's.
It called for visual images and also for images of voices, music,
odors, tastes, the feel of velvet, of running, or of a headache. If
imagery types exist, persons with one kind of vivid images should
be weak in other kinds. Betts found the reverse true. Subjects
reporting clearest imagery for one sense had also clearest imagery
for other senses. Mixed imagery was the rule, and pure visual,
auditory, or motor imagery very exceptional.